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Christian J. Otto Farm

New German
Private late 19th century

The Christian J. Otto Farm consists of a late 19th century frame
dwelling and four outbuildings of the same general period: a frame
washhouse, a stone vaulted cave, a frame hog pen, and a frame bank
barn. The dwelling is a two story, gable-roofed, building on an
uncoursed, rubble stone foundation. Its basic configuration is a
5 bay by 2 bay, center hall plan with two shed-roofed additions
on the rear.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Christian J. Otto Farm consists of a late nineteenth century frame dwelling
and four outbuildings of the same general period: a frame washhouse, a stone vaulted
cave, a frame hog pen, and a frame bank barn. The dwelling is a two story, gable-
roofed building on an uncoursed, rubble stone foundation. Its basic configuration is a
5 bay by 2 bay, center hall plan with two shed-roofed additionson the rear.

The facade (NE elevation) has a symmetrical 5 bay, center door arrangement with
a central cross gable and a one bay entrance porch. 4/4 sash windows with plain board
surrounds and molded drip boards light the first and second floor levels, while a four-
pane casement with a similar surround pierces the gable. The entrance porch sits on
a high foundation, four square posts with molded capitals supporting its shed roof.

The southeast endwall is pierced by four 4/4 sash windows, two per floor, and a
four-pane casement in the gable. A concrete block garage with a sheltered patio above
it has been added to the northwest endwall. The door that leads from the patio into
the house may possibly be original but the windows on this wall have been altered.
The first floor window has been reduced in size, and the two second floor windows
have had their original sash replaced with 3/1 lights.

The rear wall of the building is masked by a 1% story, shed-roofed frame additio
and a one story, shed-roofed, concrete block addition.

The roof is covered with diamond-shaped asphalt shingles and has a box cornice
with partial gable end returns and a plain board frieze. Two interior brick chimnevs
project from the ridgeline, one at each endwall.

An undated photograph (included with the negatives for this site) shows a 1% story,
log wing attached to the northwest endwall of the house. The present owners report
having this structure removed several years ago due to extensive termite damage.

The washhouse is a gable-roofed, stud and rail structure resting on hewn sills.
Its exterior is covered with vertical boards, and a stone chimney rises from the
center of the building.

The cave (root cellar) is set into the side of a hill and consists of a stone
structure with a frame, shed-roofed cevering. Altheugh the interior was inaccessible,
the exterior of the masenry reveals a barrel vault that is incorporated into the
structure for support.

The hog pen is an oblong, gable-roofed, board and batten building on a foundation
of uncoursed, roughly cut stone.

The barn is a gable-roofed, frame structure with a forebay across the rear and a
coursed, roughly squared stone foundation. Its frame is constructed by hewn lumber
mortise and tenoned together. The owners report that the initials A.J.F. and the dat
1900 are painted on one of the interior beams. Vertical board siding sheathes the
exterior. The forebay has recently been enclosed with concrete block.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Christian J. Otto Farm is a good example of a late nineteeth century farm

site complete with outbuildings.

The original settler on this property is thought to have been Jacob Otto, the
resident of the log dwelling. C.J. Otto supposedly had the frame house built, and

Asa Fresh, a subsequent owner raised the barn.?2

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




FIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

1 .
See negative #19 of log structure, for this site.

G -T-4-112_

2 . . caqs
Interview with Mr. & Mrs. William M. Warnick, 5 June 1981.
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Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 267-1438
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Site #:

Christian J. Otto Farm
Lower New Germany Rd.

USGS 7.5 Minute Series

Avilton, MD-PA
Scale 1:24

, W side,

1.2 miles N of Twin Churches Rd.

,000
1947; photorevised 1974
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Christian J. Otto Farm
Garrett Co., MD

Valerie Cesna 6/5/81
Facade: SE & NE elevatioms
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Christian J. Otto Farm
Garrett Co., MD

Valerie Cesna 6/5/81
Rear: NW & SW elevations



